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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to December 1 this season contained a record-high per- 
centage of staple 34 cotton, according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. 
Forty-four percent of total ginnings was in this length. Middling (31) and higher White grades ac- 
counted for the smallest proportion of ginnings through November 30 on record. Conversely, the White 
grades below Middling accounted for the largest proportion of ginnings since quality data first became 
available. Fiber test results indicated that this season's upland ginnings contained large proportions 
of desirable-mike, high-strength cotton. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range comprised 89 percent of 
ginnings, equaling last season's all-time high. Cotton testing 80,000 pounds per square inch and 


stronger was equivalent to 85 percent of ginnings prior to December 1 compared with 63 percent a year 
ago. 


Cotton stapling 36 and longer comprised ten percent of ginnings prior to December 1 this season, a 
rather sharp decrease from the 19 percent of these longer lengths in the corresponding period a year 
ago. Cotton in the lengths 35 and 34, combined, was equivalent to 72 percent of this season's gin- 
nings against 69 percent last season. Staple 34 accounted for the largest percentage of ginnings 
through November 30 on record. Staples 33 and 32 comprised 11 percent of total ginnings, up from the 
six percent in last season's ginnings prior to December 1. Cotton stapling 31 and shorter was equiva- 
lent to seven percent of ginnings compared with the record-low of five percent in these shorter 
lengths last season. The average staple was 34.1 thirty-seconds inches against 34.5 thirty-seconds a 
year earlier. 


Middling (31) and: higher White grades accounted for 11 percent of upland ginnings prior to December 1 
this season, the smallest proportion on record. The percentage of ginnings in all White grades, how- 
ever, was the largest since 1959. The predominant grade in this season's ginnings through November 30 
was Strict Low Middling (41) which comprised 40 percent of the total. The Light Spotted grades were 
equivalent to 20 percent of total ginnings compared with 21 percent last season. The grade index of 
upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 was 90.9 (Middling White=100) against 91.7 for the same 
period a year earlier. 


The supply of upland cotton to December 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings) totaled 12.5 million 
bales compared with 12.0 million bales a year earlier. Supplies of most staples 34 and shorter were 
larger than a year ago with staple 34 up by nearly 1.4 million bales. The supply of cotton stapling 

35 and longer was down about 2.0 million bales. The distribution of this season's supply to December 1, 
by grades, indicates substantial increases from a year ago in the White grades below Middling - 1.1 
million bales - and in the lower Light Spotted and Spotted grades - 0.5 million. Supplies of Middling 
(31) and Middling Light Spotted (32) were down from a year earlier by 0.6 and 0.5 million bales, 
respectively. 


American Pima cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season contained smaller proportions of the 

longer staples and the higher grades than a year ago. The lengths 46 and longer were equivalent to 

six percent of ginnings through November 30 compared with 25 percent in the same period last season. 
Grades 3 and higher accounted for 14 percent of total ginnings against 42 percent a year ago. Ginnings 
of American Pima cotton totaled 48,700 bales prior to December 1 compared with 58,900 bales a year ear- 
lier. 


Cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season totaled 9,310,000 bales, according to the Bureau of the 
Census. This compares with ginnings of 7,895,000 bales to the same date last season and 8,830,000 
bales two years ago. Cotton ginned through November 30 this season was equivalent to 72 percent of 
the indicated 1972 crop. A year earlier, 7/7 percent of the 1971 crop had been ginned by December 1. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to December 1, 1972 with 1971 comparisons, by states uy, 














Grade reductions 


Total reductions 
1972 1971 1972 1971 1972 1971 





State 





North Carolina eG isle heal - - ~ 5.9 11.6 
South Carolina — 10.0 14.4 ies Oke * * es 14.6 
Georgia SS 4.8 4.0 0.4 - * eo Bae 
Florida 13.4 6.6 OLS Ore 0.1 Oye: 14.0 6.8 
Alabama OES Woe On2 sa! * * 9.7 7ae© 
Mississippi 11.9 eS 0.8 On” (@)Aal Orel! V2RB Sod 
Tennessee 9.0 7.9 ile) 0.9 * * 1055 8.8 
Missouri Bie Perl OeoZ 07.5 @igil @)isal 2.9 ay, 
Arkansas eee 4.9 Ons 0.4 Oa Qe Le 5.4 
Louisiana Was 4.4 0.8 0.6 * - ales) SO 
Oklahoma ORS Hleen! Pes) eS ~ * 4s! 2.4 
Texas 4.1 Cn, 15.4 eee * * 19.5 14.9 
New Mexico 2.6 ron! 20 ene * Saal 30 Bree 
Arizona 8) .67/ Cee eS slteis O)eal * 5.0 369 
California rel 4.2 * Oeal Ore * 2.9 4.3 
Other 1.9 6.9 0.6 0.4 - - 2) Was 
United States 6.9 Dee ZnO Cied 0.1 = 9.6 Veet, 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9, American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple a/ 











Grade 


November 1-30 
and 


Season through November 30 









Grade Bales Bales Pet. Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pct. 
a (10) - - - = - . = - 
2 (20) 391 - 0.8 - 900 193 125 0.4 
3 (30) 18 ,314 2733 a7b 6.9 23 ,742 6 ,830 40539) 14,0 
4 (40) 23 ,839 17 ,923 48.9 45.0 27 ,632 22,018 4770 45.3 
5 (50) 5,423 14,615 le 6.8 5,704 15,132 my 3151 
6 (60) 498 S7a0e 130 9.1 635 3,648 lel Ue 
7 (70) 84 593 0.2 155 84 593 0.1 ie 
8 (80) 74 163 0.2 0.4 74 163 Or oc} 
9 (90) 88 - 0.2 - 112 e Ore - 

10 (00) 15 119 * Oe) ve 119 * 0.2 

Total 48 ,726 39,748 100.0 100.0 58 ,898 48,695 100.0 100.0 

Staple Code (32nd inches) 

40 and shorter SG) - aa ~ 30 - 0.1 - 

42 93 280 0.2 O87 93 280 0.2 0.6 

44 36,912 37 ,404 75 tena): 44,207 45 ,349 7520 7 9321 

46 11,691 2 ,064 24.0 5.2 14,568 3,066 24.7 6.3 


48 and longer - - - - - e os = 


Total 48,726 39,748 100.0 100.0 58 ,898 48 ,695 100.0 100.0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to December 1, 1972 with 1971 comparisons, by states 











t t 
New Mexico Arizona United States 


Readings 





1971 











Percent Percent Percent Percent 
2.4 and below - " = = i = ms = 
2D = = = = = = = = 
ZO - a = i = e = = 
Boll - Onl - a x = 2 
2.8 - 0.2 - - - - On 
2.9 OR 1.0 - - - - OFS 
are 0.3 eS - 0.4 - 0.1 OSL 1S 
Srl Ons 4.9 ~ 3.4 On Or Ox2 2.9 
Sine Pe 9.8 10 4.7 0.4 0.4 0.8 Bye, 
‘Shins ee 9.2 O25 9.6 0.4 O;9: Liss 6.1 
3.4 4.0 L2n6 2s 1356 16 er Zao 8.8 
Sno ons 14.4 Saf 14.6 Bisco Dig 5.8 ibaa, 
SO eS Lae 10.0 16.2 Tee 10.4 9.4 12.8 
ei 13.8 LOR LOeS 1S ON PLS eo Ny 2 
3°.3 Or 9.1 i728 7.9 EO 16.4 16.9 Ulver 
3.9 ie Bn9 12 .4 Oni, 16.9 15.0 14.2 8.6 
4.0 12.9 ono i oe 3.9 19.3 14.6 V6ne Seo) 
4.1 8.2 LO 8.0 ileus, emo 10.8 LOe1 Brel! 
4.2 4.6 1.4 8.4 QoL 7.3 © 6.4 38 
4.3 2.4 ORT 4.2 OR7. 2.4 330 eo 6 
4.4 ies One iG 0.4 0.9 ls if eu 0.4 
4.5 0:3 - OF 0.6 Ore On2 Ons Om 
4.6 Onl ~ One = Oe - One 
4.7 . - - - - 0.1 
4.8 - One - ~ - - 
4.9 - - - - - * - 
5.O and above - - - + = = - = 
Total 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100.0 
Average mike 3.8 SKE 3.9 3G 3.9 So 39) Bie7 





* Tess than 0.05 percent. 
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